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Abstract

In this thesis, the researcher examines (1) the need for knowledge in mutual learning
between normal children and children with learning disabilities (2) an operational plan to
develop a learning community (3) and evaluates the development of the learning community.

The sample population for the survey of opinions consisted of 108 teachers at
DSRU (Secondary Level) selected by using the table of Krejcie and Morgan and the method
of simple random sampling with the drawing of lots and the returning of the numbers
drawn. The sample population for the development of a learning community consisted of
30 teachers at DSRU who were willing to participate in the activities.

The research instruments consisted of (1) a survey form eliciting the need for
knowledge in mutual learning (2) a plan to practice (3) a test of knowledge and understanding
prior to and after the practice (4) an evaluation form for the level of satisfaction with the
practice. The statistics used were percentage, mean (X) , and standard deviation (SD) in mutual
learning between normal children and children with learning disabilities.

Findings are as follows:

1. The study of the need for knowledge in mutual learning between normal children
and children with learning disabilities for the teachers under study overall was at the highest

level.
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2. The construction of the plan for the development of a learning community consisted
of four units: General information concerning children with learning disabilities; Diagnosis
of children with learning disabilities; Individual Education Plans (IEP); and Individual
Implementation Plans (IIP).

3. The evaluation of the development of a learning community

(1) The test of knowledge and understanding of the teachers under investigation
prior to and after the development of the learning community found that the teachers
under study exhibited differences in knowledge and understanding at the statistically significant
level of .05. The scores after the development of the learning community were higher than
the scores prior to the development of the learning community.

(2) The evaluation of satisfaction with the development of the learning community
of the teachers under study overall was at a high level. When considered in each aspect,
the items with the highest level of satisfaction were participation in expressing opinions,

continuity and the appropriate quantity of contents.
Keywords: Learning Community; Learning Disabilities
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